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BRETHBEN BVANGBLIBT. 


Poetry. 


" HE MAOTH THÏ 3T0RM A GALM." 

Lord, bow wild tbe night is ! 
1 can not walk alone. 

The sio within me frightens, 

As oft from Thee I roam. 
The dark, cold blast oí wtnter. 

The shiv'ring of the trees ! 
Dear Lord, the cold is bit te r. 

And drear the síghing breezc. 

1 long to have morè likeness 

To Thy sweet wondrous grace ; 
I long to see the bríghtness 

Of my Kedeemer's face ; 
liut clouds so often gather, 

And raíndrops wildly fall, 

kind and taeavenly Father ! 
They hang there like a pall. 

1 pause, for, look ! the gtory 
üf yon silver, golden bow 

Still whispereth the story 

Of One who knows my woe. 
The silver, shining, telleth 

The sweetness of His grace ; 
The gold, that glory dwelleth 

In the dear Saviour's face. 

And now my soul it husheth 
In calm and sweet repose , 
I lay the weight that crusheth 
Aside, for Jesús knows. 
"Let not your beart be troúbled" 
By the dark billows' foam ; 
For though the storm be doubled, 
It bloweth, ever, home. 

— ÍM/> and Jbod. 

Contributions. 


APPOINTMENT OF PASTOEAL OHARGES. 

J. C. MACKF.Y. 

As I understand thesubject assigned by 
your coinmittee it maybe rendered, "The 
appointment of pastors ot>er charçes " 
There is, however, an ambigtiity in its 
constructton, inasmnch as it could also be 
taken to mean, "T/te ecclesiasfical esfab- 
lishment of single charges or the arrange- 
ment of those, in sut'table proximity, into 
joint-pastorates." In the absence of de- 
finí te ad vi ces as to what was intended by 
your own comtiiittee to be brought out, I 
have concluded to view the subjectas first 
stated, vis, "T/te appointment of pastors 
over c/targes ;" but niay indirectly touch, 
upon its latter aspect, or, "Theecelesiastt- 
cal establishments and arrangetnents ofeon- 
çregations." 

The first thought in the analysis is, 
" The source of authority. " This is with - 
out question, the church, the local church , 
H you please, to.whom the pastor is r e- 
spon sr5Te " Hut we will agreethat, for the 
purposes of morè able inanagement, it 
may be weli to combíne forces, and in so 
important a matter as the settlement of a 
pastor it is eminently proper for two or 
morç charges to unitc in determining, 


through their representatives, who tnay be 
eligible and suited for the work of respec- 
ti ve fields, This combination of power is 
already provided for in our church by the 
district conferences or con ven tions, so 
that no especially new organization is 
heeded on this line. 

The second reference is to pastors. 
These should be eligible, able, and au- 
thorized. 

And lastty, charges which may only 
hope to fulfd their important mission 
when well arranged as to numerical 
strength, financial competeney, and local 
proximity. 

In view hereof we offer the following : 

I. That this National Conference of 
the Brethren church hand down to each 
district conference or conventjon to be 
transmitted to each local congregation 
under its inspection, with instructions to 
report to the secretary of her conference 
or convention at least thírty days beTore 
the next coming sessions of said confer- 
ence or convention, the question, "Shall 
the following system of appointment of pas- 
tors over charges be adoptedï" The sec- 
retaries of district conferences or conven- 
tions to report the result of the vote on 
these memorials to the secretary of the 
National Conference, at least ten days 
prior to the date of its next session in 
1896. 

II. Suòjeet of Transmtssion to District 
Conference or Conventions with which to 
memorialize each local congregation. 

1. That a conimHtee of five be ap- 
pointed by the district conference orcon- 
vention, to arrange the several local 
chnrches under its inspection in charges 
on the basis of proximity and numerical 
and financial strength ; and to p re pa re a 
list of miaisters to be known as the active 
Iist from which pastors maybe appointed. 
Said committee, also, with the aid and 
approval of each local charge, to fix the 
sum per annum to be contributetl to the 
suppotl of pastors over the several con- 
gregat ions, and to encourage such pas- 
tora tes to place their ministers beyond the 
vexations incidental to incompetent sup- 
port. 

a. That the only question to be put 
by the committee, hereiu before provided 
to ministers already in good standing in 
the church, shall be, "Are you willing to 
devote your besi energies to the work of the 
púlpit a nd pastora te t" (Ministersinfull 
communion not on the active Iist may be 
entered thereon at any time on applica- 
tion to conference or convention and ans- 
wering the above question.) 

3. Should the church, by a majority 
of chnrches, express her willingness that 


a system .of Conference or Convention 
appointments be adopted, the District 
Conference or Convention shall proceed, 
at either a regular meeting, or a session 
called at a suítable time for the purpose, 
to appoint a stationing committee of five 
members, (three ministers and two lay- 
men,) who shall serve during one Con- 
ference or Convention ye.tr, to designate 
pastors for the several local charges, these 
pastors to be taken from the active list, as 
herein before provided. 

4. That there shall be no límit to the 
number of years a minister may serve any 
one pastorate, but his appointment shall 
be from year to year and only through the 
stationing committee. 

5. That the call and preparation oi 
ministers shall be provided for according 
to the following revision and application 
of brother A. D. Gnagey's paper present- 
ed to the National Conference of 1892. 

(1.) The District Conference or Con- 
vention shall elect a Hoard of Exaruiners, 
consisting of three merabers, to serve for 
a term of three years, except in case of 
the first election, one to be elected for one 
year, one for two years, and one for three 
years; this Board to òrgan tze with a pres- 
ident, secretary and treasurer, to prepare 
and revise from time to time the courseof 
study, to conduct all examinations of 
candidates for the ministry, and perforin 
other duties herein after defined. 

(2.) Each congregation shall elect a 
Board of local examiners, consisting of 
three members, to serve for a term of three 
years, to be elected in the manner pre- 
scribed in article (1) whose duty it shall 
be to encourage available talent for the 
ministry, the pastor of the congregation to 
be the chairman of this board. 

{3.) Cantlídates for the ministry shall 
apply to the Local Board, make known 
their intention to enter the oflfice of the 
holy ministry, and state their reason for 
believing that they have received a divine 
call. 

(4.) The Local Board shatl examine 
into the spiritual fitness of the candida l e f 
his aptness to teach and other New Tes- 
tament qtialifications, and, if found favor- 
able, shall so report to the congregation, 
which may by a majority vote Hcense hiru 
as a probationer, after which he shall en- 
ter upon the course of study prepared by 
the District Board and designated "The 
Preparatory Çourse — One year. " 

(5.) When said course is completed, 
the candidate shall present himself to the 
Board of District examiners at the ànnual 
session of Conference or Convention, for 
examination, if he pass satisfactorily, the 
Conference or Convention shall ordain 


